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Working With Designers 

Design at GCSE 
Designers are integral to the performance process and should work collaboratively with the 
performers. Students can choose 1 of 4 design routes within this specification: Set, Lighting, 
Costume & Sound design. There can be one of each designer in each group for Component 1 
and Component 2.  
 

Component 1 (40%)  
Students work with a performance group of up to 6 actors. They work collaboratively to devise 
a performance based upon a centre chosen stimulus. Designers will bring to life a design idea 
in performance. 
 
Evidence Required: 

• Written/Recorded Portfolio Evidence 

• Supporting Documentation (outlined in the specification on page 19.) 

• Practical application in performance. 
 

Component 2 (20%) 
Students work with a published script to create a performance with up to 6 actors. This may 
take the form of working in various scripted formats for example monologues, duologues or 
group performances. Students will work within two extracts. Students can design for both 
extracts or, are able to do a combination of acting and design. Designers can choose which 
design area they will specialise in, in each extract. They will work collaboratively with actors to 
interpret the playwright’s intentions in a scripted performance.  
 
Evidence Required: 

• Statement of Intent 

• Supporting Documentation (outlined in the specification on page 40.) 

• Practical application in performance. 
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Requirements of Design 
 

Component 1 
SUPPORTING EVIDENCE
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Component 2 
SUPPORTING EVIDENCE 
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Exemplar Work 
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Lighting Design 
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COMPONENT 1 

Lighting Design 
Supporting Documentation 
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LIGHTING COMPONENT 1 LANTERN SCHEDULE 
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Component 1 Lighting Design 

Skill Level - HIGH 
The candidate creates a central design where the following lighting design skills have used 
included: 

• Colour gels (for symbolism & to create mood and emotion) 

• Gobos  

• Lighting Installation (bringing lighting within the design of the performance) 

• Side, high & floor lighting (to create a variety of angles) 

• A range of different lighting changes such as cross-fades, snaps and chases. 

• The use of actor-used lighting (torches) 
 
Moderator Commentary 
Lighting Portfolio Evidence 
 
AO1: 26/30 Mid-Level 5 
  
Comprehensive additional documentation.  There is an assured level of 
research which shapes the design and the process in which the design came from. There is evidence 
of confident engagement in the process and detailed collaboration working together with the actors to 
create the performance work. Visual detail is precise and there are assured explanation with high levels 
of technical vocabulary.  
  
The designer gets straight into their role in question 2 and answers all questions as a designer. The 
reason this is not higher in Level 5 is because they do not address all elements of question 4 from a 
designer’s perspective. For example, style and language. Candidates who achieve across the top of 
the Level link the stimuli to design ideas from question 1 as well.  
                            
AO4: 13/15 Low Level 5 
Generally, fully balanced Evaluation and Analysis. Strong justifications for the design decisions made 
and comprehensive analysis throughout the document. Question 6 is slightly thin which is why the work 
is low level 5 not higher in the level; however, there is AO4 throughout the evidence.  
 
Performance 
 
AO2: 15/15 High Level 5 
This is a strong design with skills and knowledge used beyond GCSE. The candidate uses a range of 
lighting devises to create a skilful design which supports the mood and intention of the performance. It 
is evident the design has been created alongside the actors as they work harmoniously together, even 
featuring the actors using torch light to illuminate the performance 
space. The candidate wired together, rigged and focused the lights for both 5- & 13-amp lighting under 
supervision. The candidate’s design complemented the piece and was dynamic and significant to the 
final performance. The candidate shows an accomplished understanding 
of lighting within a performance. 
 
 
 



 

[Delivering Technical Theatre] – delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 25 of 50 

 

COMPONENT 1 

Set Design 
Portfolio Evidence 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

[Delivering Technical Theatre] – delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 26 of 50 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

[Delivering Technical Theatre] – delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 27 of 50 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

[Delivering Technical Theatre] – delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 28 of 50 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

[Delivering Technical Theatre] – delegate booklet  
© Pearson Education 2024 

Version 2.0 
Page 29 of 50 

 

COMPONENT 1 

Set Design 
Supporting Documentation 
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Component 1 Set Design 

Skill Level – MID-HIGH 
The candidate creates a central design where the following set design skills have used 
included: 

• Construction using a range of methods such as nail gun, glue gun 

• Working with a number of materials such as metal, wood and plastic 

• Using other design areas to enhance the work, for example the inclusion of battery 
powered fairy lights within the design 

• Painting work 

• Use of rostra to provide the group with opportunity for space and levels 
 
Moderator Commentary 
Portfolio Evidence 
AO1: 14/30 Low Level 3 
There are competent moments where explanations of the devising process are clear. They clearly 
engage in the stimulus material and there is evidence of them working with the actors. There is some 
repetition, and some underdeveloped points made that could have benefited from more detailed visual 
examples, rather than the narrative approach that we see, especially in the latter questions. They 
understand and can coherently use drama and design terminology, but it is sometimes repetitive.  
                            
AO4: 7/15 Low Level 3 
There is both evaluation and analysis within the document and they are generally balanced overall. 
They give justification and reasoning for the choices they and their group make, and they offer 
suggestions for how their work developed the way it did.  
  
They offer ideas and solutions when things did not go to plan, and they reflect on their contributions. 
They use analytical terminology well discussing semiotics and symbols in relation to the audience; 
however, these are often repeated ideas. 
  
In the later questions they take on a narrative approach and this does not always allow for fully 
effective analysis and evaluation.  
 
Performance 
AO2: 11/15 Mid-Level 4 
This is a very good design with secure and effective creativity. The piece has elements that have been 
made and to a skilful standard and some elements that have been upcycled for example painting the 
rostra. They use a range of ideas to support the action on stage, for example, the use of origami roses. 
It is a shame in the final performance that the actors forgot to use them; however, they did effectively 
dress the set design.  
  
It doesn’t go beyond Level 4 as not all aspects of the design are highly engaging and dynamic. The 
final design in performance looks a little messy in places and the candidate did not take into 
consideration the lighting that, at times washed out the fairy lights within their design. This candidate 
clearly worked with their group as they were clearly well rehearsed using the design in performance. 
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COMPONENT 2 

Costume Design – Group Performance 
Extract Sample (Full Extract was a combination of scenes across the play) 
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Component 2 Costume Design Examiner Commentary 
 
Skill Level - HIGH 

The candidate creates a central design where the following costume making skills have been 
included: 

• Alterations (cutting two t-shirts up and sewing together) 

• Appliqué (hearts) 

• Fabric printing (socks) 

• Model measurements 

• The whole costume is considered, not just part of it.  

• Hair was also considered as part of this costume design. 
 

Examiner Marks 
AO2 Design Skills - MARK 7/8 
An assured design which offers imaginative communication of the chosen skill to enhance the 
performance.  The concept is accomplished and the cohesion of skills such as applique and 
fabric painting enhance the t shirt which has been altered and designed to suit the purpose for 
the performer.   
 
AO2 Communication and contribution to performance as a whole - MARK 7/8 
This is very much a designed costume fit for the purpose of communicating the character and 
style to the audience. It is well considered. The alterations to the t shirt communicate a 
comprehensive understanding of the role of the protagonist and are highly suited to the chosen 
abstract form. Additional consideration paid to hair, socks etc encompass the costume as a 
whole. The designer has clearly collaborated well with the designers, considering the 
movement onstage. 
 
AO2 Artistic intention and style/genre/theatrical conventions - MARK 7/8 
Dowie’s intention is communicated well through the chosen style.  The understanding and 
interpretation of the text is dynamic and has significant impact upon the performance. 
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COMPONENT 2 

Set Design - Duologue 
Extract Sample  
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Component 2 Costume Design Examiner Commentary 
 
Skill Level – MID Level 

The candidate creates a design where the following set making skills have been included: 

• Adobe photo print to make photos 

• Crafting photo frames out of card 

• Sourcing materials such as the brick wallpaper and the old-fashioned chair 

• The use of rostra to provide the group with opportunity for space and levels 

• Upcycling equipment such as the rostra to make the brick walls and creating a mobile of 
photos to link them together 

• The use of bin bags to dress the set and a design that can sit within the whole play. 
 

Examiner Marks 
AO2 Design Skills - MARK 5/8 

An effective design which makes effective contribution to the performance as a whole. The use 
of Adobe is successful in clear photos, and the crafting of the photo frames has been securely 
executed. The design encompasses all parts of the chosen extract and is successful in 
creating a sustained support to the performance throughout. 
 
AO2 Communication and contribution to performance as a whole - MARK 5/8 

There is a clear communication of purpose delivered through the set.  The levels of the rostra 
and items such as the chair and wallpaper covered flats enhance the use of proxemics for the 
actors.  A sustained, cohesive collaboration is evident. 
 
AO2 Artistic intention and style/genre/theatrical conventions - MARK 5/8 

The naturalistic form is enhanced with this thoughtful and well considered design. The style is 
well understood, and attention has been paid to the chosen style and use of space.  An 
effective impact is made upon the overall production value. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 




